
God’s “Love >” Imperative 
 
This kind of love is greater than mastering spiritual gifts, prophecy, wisdom, 
knowledge, faith, generosity, and even sacrificial living (1 Corinthians 13). 
 
If love is the trademark of Christ in us (John 13 and 17), and the greatest of 
virtues such that lacking it invalidates the merit of any others, our lives should 
be the laboratory of practical demonstration.   
 
Let us reflect on our current condition and assess these facets of God’s love 
expressed through us.  Where there is victorious shine through let us rejoice 
and praise God for His life and work in us!  Where there are abscesses of 
selfishness inhibiting the expression of God’s love let us pray David’s prayers of 
revelation (Psalm 19, 139) and Paul’s encouragement of our inheritance 
(Ephesians 1) and contemplate action (Philippians 3:14) on forward movement.  
Invite a spouse or friend to speak into this for circumspect awareness of 
strengths, struggles and opportunity for surrendered pursuit. 
	  
	  

Love is… RATE 
0 (Nope)     
1 (Kind of)   
2 (Often)  
3 (Praise Jesus, 
Yes!)   
4 (perfect, nobody 
will say yes) 

Action Step – what is 
my response?  What is 
Jesus saying to me about 
this? 

Patient 
Not losing heart, a bravely enduring spirit 
despite troubles, offenses, injuries, slow to 
anger 

  

Kind 
Mild to others, demonstrating pleasant, 
benevolence towards others 

  

Not Jealous 
Not getting angry, hating or envious of 
others gain, not coveting others stuff or life, 
able to be happy for them 

  

Does not brag 
Do not need to be known for what you’ve 
done , embellishing your own works and 
stories, not boastful 

  

Not Arrogant 
Not inflated, puffed up, holding yourself 
loftily among or above others, not swelling 
up but being natural and like everyone else 

  

Not Rude 
To behave well, not unbecomingly towards 

  



others, no misconduct with others 
Not demanding your way 
Not seeking after, insisting or demanding 
things to be your way or for your benefit, not 
craving or manipulating to get your 
preference 

  

Peaceful, not irritable 
Not easily provoked, aroused to anger, 
exasperated, or burning with anger 

  

Keeps no record of wrong 
Does not keep a calculation or accounting 
of poor actions, feelings or troublesome 
experiences from someone 

  

Does not rejoice about injustice 
Takes no delight in seeing rights violated, 
harm done, or enjoying unrighteous 
passions or living 

  

Rejoices in truth 
Takes delight and celebrates with others 
when truth wins, when God’s ways are 
advanced, when what is right happens, 
congratulating and celebrating with them 

  

Perseveres, not giving up 
Protecting hope, keeps a cover over the 
relationship to endure hard times 

  

Believes All Things  
Believes the best for people, has 
confidence in what can be or is, to believe it 
will be 

  

Always hopeful 
Waiting in hopeful trust that joy and fullness 
will come for someone else 

  

Enduring 
Remains with someone, bearing bravely 
and calmly and not fleeing in the face of 
misfortune or trials in their faith or life 

  

Never Fails/Ends 
Never dies, never expires, never 
exhausted, does not stumble or decay 

  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  


